ALLIANCE COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (ACAA)
Open Meeting   July 21, 2026
Officers in Attendance: Michael Anderson (1978), ACAA President; Louis Sitnik (1986), ACAA Treasurer; Lori Neese Kolin (1987), ACAA Director; Randy Polovick (1981), ACAA Director; Mary Ann Posanski (1976), ACAA Director and Membership and Merchandise Chair; Susia (Burgess) Styborski (1983), ACAA Secretary; Kathy (Polanski) Noce (1982), ACAA Director; Marcia Pilkiewicz (1975), ACAA Director.
Officers excused: Aundrea Cika Heschmeyer (1985), ACAA Vice President
Alumni present: Roberta and Shadow Polovick (1982); John Szympruch; Cindy Miluk (1977), Jeffery Carmen (1977); Sally Day; Basia Gdula Adams; Chester Ponikowski.
Guest Presenter: Kristina Kwacz (1983)
The meeting was called to order at 6:38 pm by President Michael Anderson. President Anderson welcomed all in attendance and expressed warm wishes for a happy summer. The agenda for the meeting was shared on screen. President Anderson introduced the current Board and expressed his thanks to the current Board for their energy and  hard work, efforts to include alumni, and seek new members. 
An ice breaker activity was conducted and each person had an opportunity to answer a question such as “What is a skill you have that most others do not?” or “ What did you want to be when you were younger?” A suggestion to include responses in a future newsletter was noted. 
Minutes from the April 2026 meeting were reviewed. A motion by Marcia Pilkiewicz was made to accept the minutes as written. Motion was seconded by Mary Ann Posanski. Motion carried.
Treasurer Report 
Cash Position July 2026 (as of 7/20/26)
$5,193.50 	Checking
$20,495.39	Savings
$25,688.89	Total
Expenses
$462.50	Marquee Creative
$7.47                 Paypal fees
$469.97	Total expenses since June 2026 meeting


Revenue
$2,400.00 	Reunion Payments (12)
$1650.00	Membership Dues (6 total - including 3 lifetime)
$412.50	Marquee Creatives (refund)
$44.44		Printful (Apparel Proceeds)
$0.15		Interest
$4,507.09     	Total Revenue

MEMBERSHIP 	(Mary Ann Posanski, Chairperson)
Chairperson Mary Ann Posanski reported there currently 130 active members and 2 eternal (lifetime) and 2 eternal members. There are 39 members up for renewal for the year 2026-27. Efforts to reach out to these current members to renew will commence.
President Mike Anderson reported that we had 97 members in 2024 at reunion time and the increase is remarkable and a sure sign of our efforts at engaging interested alumni. Deep appreciation to Past Membership Chair Marcia Pilkiewicz and Current Membership Chair Mary Ann Posanski for their amazing efforts to reach out and engage people to become members.  

WEBSITE UPDATE
Randy Polovick reported on recent activities of the Website Committee. The Website Committee continues to meet monthly and efforts to build the website to be more user friendly and stay up to date with technology are a primary focus. The current internet provider has conducted training to current board members to enable them to do more work on the website themselves. Randy noted further that progress has been made in adding content to the Organizations page and we have our first Greek organization Pi Lambda Phi representing the Greeks on our website. We are hopeful that additional groups and organizations will submit information and photos. An update still to come is an automatic renewal process for memberships. Current members would be contacted with reminders to renew their membership. Additional work is being done on documentation of services with provider (Marquee Creatives) and increasing functionality of website; these are good expenditures of time and monies to ensure a good future for the website health.  
President Mike Anderson reported that currently the domain is owned by Tony Jackson as part of his role with Marquee Creatives. While this has been extremely beneficial as we moved into a new website for the long term ACAA should become the owner. As such President Anderson made a motion to begin the process to change the domain ownership from Tony Jackson to Alliance College Alumni Association. Randy Polovick seconded the motion. Motion passed.
John Szmpruch asked about a presence of AKL on the website and while there is none now, we would be happy to include it. Mr. Szmpruch indicated he will gather content and forward to the Website Committee.
There were no questions or additional comments.

NEWSLETTER
Kathy Polanski Noce reported the June newsletter was sent out. The next newsletter will go out in September. All members are asked to consider contributing an article or pictures to include in the newsletter. Thanks were given to Roberta Polovick for her submission of a recent article. A suggestion that Kristina Kwacz submit an article on her topic being presented tonight was agreed on. 

2026 REUNION PLANNING AND UPDATE
Roberta Polovick reported that they are donating a piece of Polish Pottery for a raffle benefiting ACAA. Ticket sales have begun and winner will be drawn at the reunion. A similar raffle of Polish Pottery was held in 2024 and raised over $600. Lori Neese Kolin was the very happy winner of that prize.
The reunion committee is asking for donation of items to use for the basket raffles. Questions can be directed to info@alliancecollege.com. Someone from the reunion committee will contact you.
Susia Styborski reported that the Hospitality Committee will be meeting 7/23/26 via Zoom and members of the committee will be meeting in Erie at the Sheraton for a walk about in August.
President Mike Anderson shared the current numbers of the hotel room block. Numbers are looking favorable to exceed the initial estimate of needed rooms.
It is important to note that all reunion activities are being held in the Sheraton Hotel and this should ease the movement between areas as no travel through the bay bridge to the Convention Center will be required. 

2026 NOMINATION UPDATE
Improvements to the nomination and voting process have been a priority project for the Board of Officers over the last two years. Nominations and voting will take place prior to the October reunion via Survey Monkey. The only voting done at the reunion will be by active members (dues are paid and up to date) that did not vote via Survey Monkey ahead of the reunion and are physically present at the meeting. Only active (paid) members are able to nominate, run for, or accept an officer or director position.
All officer positions are elected every 2 years; a vacancy for the Secretary position is known. Director terms of office vary between 2 and 6 years for continuity. There are three director openings anticipated this year. A form is available on the website shortly for members to note their interest as a candidate for Board Position. The deadline for submission is July 28. 

ACAA AUDIT
ACAA has not had an audit for at least 12-14 years. We are looking for a volunteer accountant or similar to perform an audit for us. Anyone interested should contact the Association at info@alliancecollege.com 

FOUNDATION UPDATE
Basia Adams reported that there have not been any new activities since the last meeting but she would welcome questions and comments. There were none.

PRESENTATION BY KRISTINA KWACZ
Alliance College Alumnus Kristina Kwacz presented “An Exploration of Home, Heritage and Polish American Identity. Thank you to Kristina for a interesting and heartfelt presentation. She was encouraged to submit a summary of the presentation as an article for the ACAA newsletter.

NEW BUSINESS
None

NEXT OPEN MEETING
Saturday October 24, 2026	Open Meeting @ Reunion at the Sheraton Bayfront Erie

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Marcia Pilkiewicz. Motion was seconded by Mary Ann Posanski. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm.
Submitted: Susia Styborski, Secretary
Alliance College Alumni Association minutes 7/21/26
